
 

Nonhearsay Statements as Speech Acts 

 
 Legal reason

 
Speech act analysis 

 
 
1.  Verbal act  

Commisive illocution 
 
Directive illocution 
 
Declaration illocution 

 
2.  Effect on hearer 

 
Perlocution 

 
3.  Speaker’s state of mind 
     
 [Indirect state of mind] 

 
State of mind (Speaker’s belief, intent, want) 
 
Locution 

 
4.  Utterance qua  statement 

 
Locution 

 

Hearsay Statements as Speech Acts 

 
Legal reason 

 

 
Speech act analysis 

 
Statement whose truth 

corresponds to what it asserts 
 

Assertive illocution offered for its propositional content 
 
Belief state-of-mind offered for its propositional content 

 
 



 

 

 
Declarant’s out-of-court statement = 
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Propositional Content =  

HEARSAY 
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